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GoServ Global Domestic
Volunteer What to Expect at Abide Omaha

Welcome to the GoServ Global Domestic team trip to Abide Omaha.  We are thankful that you have chosen to take this trip with us.  

I just wanted to give you a heads-up on what you can expect and what you should bring with you

If you are just coming for the day. 
We will provide water and snacks throughout the day
· Clothes you can get dirty and comfortable but appropriate shoes or boots
· Gloves
· Outerwear for the conditions
· Please let me know if you have any food allergies or medical conditions
· Meals will be provided while you are with us
If you are coming overnight we will be staying in the dorms on campus.  Meals will also be here.
· [bookmark: _Hlk107489312]Clothes you can get dirty
· Comfortable but appropriate shoes or boots
· Gloves
· Breakfast, lunch and supper will be provided
· Bring your own bedding for a twin-size mattress, pillow, etc.
· Towels & toiletries
· The dorms are air conditioned with two sets of bunk beds per room.  You may room with someone else or have your own room.
· Please let me know if you have any food allergies or medical conditions
· We will have the opportunity to do other things during your time in Omaha.  The Henry Doorly Zoo is amazing.  We can go out to eat for a change of pace some evening.  Meals in dorms are included, eating out would be your financial responsibility
· Cost for the trip is $50 a day. 
· I want to make this trip as enjoyable as possible for you.  Please let me know if you have any preferences in snacks, drinks so I can accommodate.  Are you a chocolate lover, need flavored coffee creamer or Diet Dr. Pepper.  You get the picture.  Again, as I said earlier, please let me know if you have any food restrictions, diets or any real dislikes.
· We will be doing a variety of things while we are in Omaha.  Much of this will depend on the ages we have with us.  We will also have a variety of yard games with us and a puzzle for evening activities.  The beauty of going to Abide is we can tailor this trip to your specific group.  Please send any other suggestions!  
· If you are with us on Sunday, we plan to attend church  




EXPECTIONS ON A DOMESTIC TRIP

We are excited that you have chosen to come on a trip with us!  There will be opportunities to work, learn and have fun.  We will be visiting the inner city of North Omaha and the culture can be very different from what you are used to.  You may see some things and meet some people that will shock, confuse, or even scare you.  That’s okay.  That is part of why we are going, to get a larger view of the world and learn how to love across all walks of life and cultures.  
The inner city is afflicted with several problems.  Lack of jobs, lack of fathers and father figures, and a lack of hope all contribute to high rates of drug use and crime.  Problems pile on top of one another until they are too high to see over, so the next generation resigns itself to its fate and does what the generation before them did.  At one-point, North Omaha had the 3rd highest murder rate per capita in the nation.  Because of the work Abide has been doing, there has been significant new growth and improvement in North Omaha.  We want you to see this different side of the world, experience the solutions to these problems, and have the opportunity to help.

I encourage you to do some research about Abide Omaha before our trip.  This will give you some insight and help you be better prepared.  

We will be doing a devotion time each morning or evening, so be sure to bring your bibles.  Let me know if you would like to lead one of the devotions.

Please don’t hesitate to ask questions before we go.  Email or text me with any thoughts or questions you have.  Nothing is too small to ask.  Again, I want you to be prepared and want to make this the best experience possible.  barb@goservglobal.org.        712-283-2304


With such a different culture, we have several expectations for you to remain safe and have a great experience.  These come directly from the Abide staff.
· Follow all directions from your leaders and GoServ Global staff.
· Do not wander off on your own, or with anyone you don’t know.
· It’s okay to talk to people who wander past.  Do not give out personal info, let your leaders know if you want to stay in touch with someone.
· Keep an open mind about the way things are done, even if they are different from how you would do them.  Not better or worse, just different.
· Be flexible!  Don’t bring your expectations or hold on to plans tightly.  Situations and plans can change quickly.  Bring your patience.
· Don’t point and gawk at things that surprise you.
· But don’t be afraid to ask questions about what you’re seeing.  Don’t hold in your feelings of shock or surprise, talk about it.
· Most activities will take place on the Abide campus or at the lighthouses we will be working on
· There is a lot of campus activity.  There are lots of tenants, contractors, donors, extra activities happening at all different times on the campus – don’t be afraid to wave and say hi!
· If at a lighthouse or neighborhood cleanup project, one may come across/interact with neighbors.  Being in the community is a great part of witnessing both the beauty and brokenness of Omaha.  Stay with a group leader, don’t be afraid, do wave or say hi.  It goes a long way in the community.  




We love partnering with Abide and have done many trips there to work with them.  It is an amazing Godly group of people that we think will greatly impact your perspective of other cultures.  We are giving you all of this information so you will be prepared for your trip.  The nature of some of the information may sound a bit scary.  Please don’t think this.  Remember you are going to a much bigger city than we are used to, and things are different.  We have never had a problem while we were there.

I can’t wait to share Abide Omaha with you.  It is my favorite short-term mission trip destination.  Please, do not hesitate to give me a call, 712-283-2304, or email me, barb@goservglobal.org


See you soon



Barb Meister
Domestic Administrator
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